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IT IS WHAT IS IS

The Mudd community continues to remember and celebrate the life of Tristan Witte ‘18, who died in a car crash this summer. Mudders took photos wearing their ‘It is 
what it is’ t-shirts in places that remind them of Tristan and shared their memories with friends and family on Facebook. Tristan was a wonderful student, friend, and person, 
and Mudders continue to miss his presence around campus. Mudders have started the It Is What It Is event series in order to celebrate some of Tristan’s favorite activities. The 
first event was watching Anchorman and eating Muddslide ice cream prepared by the Hoch.

Photos from Tristan’s Facebook
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THE MUDDRAKER STAFF

Nestled in the heart of the Libra Complex, the HMC 
Machine Shop provides a space for 5C students to learn 
how to use sophisticated tooling and machines, be cre-
ative, and make loud mechanical noises. This past sum-
mer a renovation team including Machine Shop Manager 
Paul Stovall and student Thomas Morgan-Witts ‘18 rede-
signed the shop by creating a new floor plan, adding new 
machinery, and reorganizing the space. This fall the reno-
vated shop opened for use, and the changes have caused a 
flurry of excitement within the Mudd community.

According to Morgan-Witts, one of the main rea-
sons the shop was modified was “to improve usability and 
safety, primarily for E4”. Every semester, the students in 
E4 (Introduction to Engineering Design/Manufactur-
ing) constantly flood the shop to learn how to the use the 
lathes, mills, and other machines for the first time. From 
ocarinas to tool trays to the (in)famous hammer, E4 
students arguably must spend the most time in the ma-

chine shop out of all students each semester. Therefore, 
redesigning the shop with the needs of these students in 
mind was critical. With the addition of three lathes and 
two mills to the shop, more students can be working at 
once, reducing the machine wait time for E4 students 
desperately trying to meet a deadline for their project. In 
terms of safety, the painted, high-grip walkway through 
the center of the shop provides a clear path for students 
and shop proctors to safely move through the busy space. 
Also adding to the shop’s safety, the elimination of the 
wall separating the sheet metal shop from the main shop 
and the addition of a door from the main shop to the 
wood shop allow proctors to have better visibility of all 
working shop users. A variety of new equipment, from 
lathes and mills to a 3D printer space replacing the RDL 
(Rocket Development Lab) next door, also contributes to 
the excitement of the renovated machine shop.

Head shop proctors Senghor Joseph ’17 and Men 

Cheol Jeong ’17 have been working hard with Profes-
sor Kash Gokli and Stovall to organize the new shop, 
replace tools lost during the summer renovations, and 
familiarize the proctors with the new space. Though the 
major changes to the shop have been made, many smaller 
modifications can be done this semester to improve the 
shop users’ and proctors’ experience in the new space. 
Shop proctor Andrew Bishop ’18 shared his thoughts 
on the new machine shop’s operation so far: “I’m really 
excited for hammer season now that we have all these 
new machines. But we have some work to do around the 
shop before then. Some of the machines have been mal-
functioning, we’re missing some tooling we need, and it’s 
not quite as organized as it should be.” With a strong 
foundation of improvements in safety and usability, the 
machine shop still has plenty of room to grow, and the 
management team will continue to work hard this year 
to make the most of the new equipment and space.

By Zayra Lobo ‘18

Not the Same Drill: HMC Shop Renovations

Hannah Larson ‘20
“Jackson Golf Course. I was on hole four. I hit it 

in the ditch, and I was dropping my ball on the other 
side, and I was like, ‘okay, I get it now.’ I just had this 
realization. I always golfed by myself so I was always lost 
in my thoughts, and I came to a realization that I am bi, 
but I’m never going to do anything about it. It was really 
hard. I kind of just ignored everything I was feeling, and 
then that took a toll on me emotionally sophomore year. 
I felt lonely. I kind of isolated myself and didn’t show 
my emotions. As time went on, I opened up more to my 
friends, and then at the very end of the year I came out to 
my friend, and then I didn’t feel lonely. Now, I definitely 
miss my friends. My sexuality was a journey for me, and 
I really involved them at the end. When I came out to 
my parents, I was texting my friend the whole time and 
she was helping me through it. I wouldn’t have been able 
to do it without her.”

“I’m from Wenzhou, China. It’s really beautiful. It 
has sea on one side and mountain on the other sides. My 
great grandparents still live in the countryside, like in the 
village. We live in the city, but for the Tomb Sweeping 
Festival we would go back to the village because we bur-
ied our ancestors there so we spend the day there and 
make food. We have to pay tribute to them so we make 
food for us and for those ancestors. We lost my uncle at 
a very young age, so it is a very tragic day for my fam-
ily. My grandma would cry for the whole day. We would 
bring flowers and the best food we could find and place it 
around his tomb. The sad thing about being here [in the 
United States] is that you can no longer spend traditional 
festivals with your family. Those are the moments in the 
year that you want to be with your families. It feels so 
distant. I have a really large family and we normally spend 
those traditional festivals together so I see those people a 
few times in the year, but if I’m not there, I don’t get to 
see them for four years. I’m not sure if my cousins will 
remember me. My uncle just had a little baby and I’ll feel 
really sad I’m not around her in her first four years.”

Nuo (Ivy) Liu ‘20
“I can have two extremes. I can be really happy 

with my girlfriend, but at the same time she has really 
bad anxiety, so I have extreme worry about her some-
times, but whenever I see her it’s extreme happiness. Be-
ing long distance especially, it’s hard. I can’t be there all 
the time so I’m just trying to support in whatever way I 
can, which isn’t that great. Growing up I wasn’t that close 
with family so I’ve never really been the type of person to 
be like ‘here, let me support you.’ Just recently I found 
out how to do that. I’m still learning, for sure. Talking 
with my girlfriend when she has anxiety and other stuff, 
my friends tell me I’m doing a great job, but I feel like 
I could do more but there isn’t that much you can do 
being so far apart. She has some thoughts that I would 
rather she didn’t have because they’re kind of dangerous, 
but I try to be someone to talk to.” 

Michael Guzman ‘20
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Not For the Faint of Heart: 
Painful, Poor Puns

What kind of cheese do Computer Science majors like?
STRING cheese!

What did the shop proctor say to the E4 student who wanted     	
	 to give up on their hammer?

Where there’s a MILL, there’s a LATHE!

Where did all of the bankers go for dinner?
To a BANKuet!

What do you call a bunch of musical tires?
A RUBBER BAND!

How do you get to the library as fast as possible?
You BOOK it!

How do marine animals flavor their food?
With some SEAsoning!

Why was the carpet so rocky?
Because it was RUGged!

By Zayra Lobo ‘18

To celebrate its grand opening in the Village on 1st and Indian Hill, Blaze 
Pizza is offering a free pizza to anyone who comes in on Dec. 1 and is a fan on 
social media.

Their Claremont location just opened on Nov. 22 and has already drummed up a lot of business, as 
evidenced by a line out the door on their opening day. I got a tour and a free pizza sample the other day 
and can confirm that it’s a great place for a quick bite to eat. I ordered a simple pepperoni pizza, but Blaze 
also offers a variety of interesting signature pizzas or create-your-own pizzas. They even have gluten-free 
crust, vegan cheese, and delicious blood orange lemonade.

With their ovens roaring at 535 degrees Fahrenheit, Blaze can cook a pizza in simply four minutes, 
which puts the total time wait time from the minute you walk in the door at less than eight minutes. All of 
the staff were extremely friendly and even offered to recook my pizza since the bottom got slightly burned. 
Plus, Blaze is open from 11a.m.-11p.m. Sun.-Thur. and until midnight on Fri. and Sat. So whether it’s for 
a quick stop during lunch, a bite to eat before seeing a movie, or a late night study snack, Blaze is a good 
option for Mudders looking for quick, customizable, and delicious pizza.

By Jacey Coniff ‘18

Blaze Pizza Fires Up
A.K.A Free Pizza in the Village on Thur. Dec. 1

Photos by Jacey Coniff ‘18

Left: My pepperoni pizza and prickly pear 
agua fresca.

Bottom: Blaze workers get ready for the 
dinner rush.



Page 4		  The Muddraker		  December 2016 

Upland Central Sales Gallery:
694 N. Central Avenue, Upland 91786 
909-946-2200 
Open Daily 10AM – 5PM, Wednesday 2PM – 5PM 
UplandCentral@mbk.com

Architecturally Distinctive Live/Work Residences
1,839 – 2,295 Square Feet
Up to 3 Bedrooms + Work Space
Attached 2-Car Garages
From the low $400,000s

Sleek, Modern Live/Work Architecture, Lofts & Private Decks / Bocce Ball, 

Dog Park, Dining Trellis / Unique Gathering Spots with BBQs, Fire Pits and 

Lounging / An hour from OC, LA, Beaches, Deserts & Mountains / 
Airport & Metro Close

Style central.

5 MINUTE 
BIKE RIDE 

TO CAMPUS!

Come Visit Us For a Free Pie!

www.mbkhomes.com
*Purchase contract must be dated by December 31, 2015 and buyer must successfully close escrow on a home to be eligible for cruise vacation certificate. Cruise certificate issued at close of escrow.  
 Cruise certificate recipient is responsible for port charges, taxes, customs and fulfillment fees. See cruise certificate for full details. Pie voucher giveaway while supplies last. MBK Homes reserves the right  
 to modify price, plan, features and specifications without prior notice or obligation. Subsequent sales may have resulted in unavailability of any or all price levels.Square footage is approximate Models do not  
 reflect racial preference. BRE License #: 01304983; Contractor License #: 844533, 732455, 882348.

*Receive a 5 day/4 night cruise vacation for two to Mexico, the Bahamas or 
 the Western Caribbean when you purchase a new home! 

CRUISE GETAWAY!


